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Language Arts - 8th Grade Purple
 Mrs. Monaco
Welcome to 8th grade Language Arts! Below you will find class procedures, expectations, and requirements for the 2017-2018 academic year. The purpose of this information is to make you aware of your responsibilities. Please keep this handout with you in the reference section of your binder. You will find this helpful when you are uncertain about the requirements for an assignment or the rules pertaining to class. While it does not provide all guidelines, it does provide a basic outline of the class.
During the year, you will be encouraged to be proactive. This involves reflecting on the obstacles you encounter and understanding the possible lessons that are embedded within them. As you progress toward high school, it is important that you realize your potential and invaluable role toward making positive changes in yourself and the community. In an effort to help you connect this idea to our units of instruction, as well as your own life, a prevalent theme this year will be DISCOVERY. Each month we will connect our units of study to specific themes involving discovery (discovery of oneself, obstacles, traditions, societal expectations, new places, etc.). Also, since you are transitioning to high school, we will discuss what it takes to “Step Up and Step Forth” in literature, in the classroom, in our daily lives, and in the world around us.
[image: image6.wmf]Requirements: You must come prepared to class, which includes bringing:
· Language Arts binder with paper, dividers, and a few page protectors. Sections include: DOL/Grammar, Literature, Writing, and Reference. 
· Spiral bound notebook (wide-ruled)
· Agenda pad
· Utensils (pen, pencil, colored correcting pen, and different colored highlighters)

· Sticky notes
· The novel or short story that we are studying
· Your independent reading book
· A positive and respectful attitude!!
Assignments: Many activities will be done in class, but some may need to be finished or completed at home.
Reader Response Activities:

Reader response asks the reader to examine, explain, and defend his or her personal reaction to a piece of literature. We will execute this through a variety of ways, some of which will include text annotations, response to quotes, critical thinking questions, and oral discussions.
Writing activities:

Similar to reader response, these activities include writing from experience, responding to paintings, photos, etc., taking a position about an issue in the world, grammar and mechanics, free writes, and skill workshops centered on the 6 Traits of Writing (Ideas, Organization, Fluency, Voice, Word Choice, and Conventions). Students will participate in all aspects of the writing process.
 The late policy for short assignments done at home is as follows:

 
Completed assignments (neat, shows effort, follows all directions) = 100%


If you do not have a homework assignment the day it is due, you will receive a zero. If you complete the

assignment and hand it in the following day, you will receive half credit (50%). However, if we review the answers to an assignment the day it is due, no credit will be given the following day.  
The late policy for any large project or essay is as follows:


For every day the project or essay is late (un-excused) you will lose 10 points.


After 3 days, no credit will be given for the assignment.

All assignments done at home should be turned in on the due date at the beginning of class.  If you encounter computer problems for any assignment or can not gain access to a computer, you must hand-write it. Due dates and requirements are located on my front board and on my webpage. When possible, copies of handouts may be found on my website under Handouts.
This year, students will continue to use Google Docs and Google Classroom. These online tools will allow students to type in school and continue their work at home. Additionally, this will allow me the opportunity to conference with students more frequently and provide feedback to guide them as they develop their writing pieces.

Students will also use their Writer’s Notebook to complete many assignments in class and some at home. Students will use this notebook to brainstorm and explore seed ideas, flash draft, practice strategies, and develop their writing.
If you are absent from school, you will have time to make up missed assignments. See me for handouts. For each day you are absent, you will have the same number of days to complete the work (test, quiz, assignment, etc.). If you are absent the day an assignment is due but were present when it was assigned, it is due the day you return. Be sure to check my website for any assignments that you may have missed. You can access my site through the Hillcrest website at http://www.trumbullps.org/hms/. You might also want to exchange numbers with a classmate in case you have a question regarding class.
Remember: YOU are responsible for making up all work that you missed (quizzes, tests, assignments, etc.).

Class Procedures: 

Daily work: As soon as you enter the classroom, make sure to:

· Copy your assignments into your agenda.
· Complete “Bell Work”. Bell Work is written on the whiteboard easel by the door, and assignments will vary from day to day. You should begin Bell Work at the sound of the bell and remain quiet.

Behavior:

All students are expected to behave appropriately and to follow the school rules of conduct. When necessary, I will contact home to inform parents/guardians of your behavior and/or classroom progress. Please remember that you are expected to treat your classmates and me with respect. We will be discussing all types of ideas, thoughts, and reflections as a whole class and in small groups. Therefore, successful discussions can only take place when people are comfortable sharing their ideas with others.
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· Assignments (reader response, writing activities, etc.)



15% 
~At times some of these assignments will count as quizzes. You WILL receive prior notice.
· Quizzes









35%

· Tests/Essays/Projects








50%
[image: image8.wmf]Extra Help:

Monday is my extra help day. Students unable to meet that day can set up another time with me. Please feel free to come to me with any questions, concerns, or suggestions. 
I am looking forward to a great year!   (    
Please look over the course outline with your parents/guardians. Once you have reviewed the outline, please sign on the appropriate line indicating that you understand your responsibilities in class. Please return this slip to me and keep the outline in the reference section of your binder. Thank you.
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