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Pronoun- Antecedent Agreement ] B

Use a singular pronoun to refer to two or more singular antecedents joined by or or nor.

EXAMPLE Nenth{ amona no@couid find her library card.

m Use a plural pronoun 1o refar to two or more antecedents joined by and.

EXAMPLE Vincent and Jules have learned all of their lines in the play.
—0

ExerciSE A On the line provided in each of the following sentences, write a pronoun that agrees with
the antecedent or antecedents. Then, circle each antecedent.

Example 1. Every Sunday‘and-watched

1. When we're playing tennis, m;( brqthéyani ;cver let the other players intimidate

ill bring __ L hh' ; too! kit to the bicycle race.

3.(Brend? and Caitliy told us that ;l&t_»( didn’t plan to come to the party.

4. 1If e1the1@any or{Celine vants to be a successful writer, 8 'k___& _willneed to

R —

their favorite television show.

work hard.
oled %\ V™ resources to buy a birthday present for Jim.

@nd A@
d@ if _\_MALLM__ science fair project is ready yet.

6. Please ask &lendor anc

7. Did La or ay if S_ll_\!_; was going to the mock trial?

P

iscyssed QU __ deference of opinion quite calmly.
‘o

k and uld like the class to help it set up their display.

10. Let @ and ow in advance if QL\&A« should bring a dish to the party.

EXERCISE B  Each of the following sentences contains an error in pronoun-antecedent agreement. Cross
out the error, and write the correct pronoun above it. Then, circle each antecedent.

Example 1. Elther r.wﬂl bring thetr'soccer ball to the game.

Sp]l(_ have brought all of”h§ CDs to the dance.

. ew where tL\e:.r bicycle was.

cure won 't join us?

an

13, Is Meliss or

a:nd Bell s-l-xe-read the artcle about comets.

14, Let's ask
o
15. Does or@ have t-h-en*notebook with himn?

165

Lingua e 2id Senience Skills Praciice




ps——— ——

i

P
“.1.‘-IE M LASS 7z

.-. e ‘H’-
oo
i CHAPTER 8: AGREEME NT P ﬁﬂﬁ;

| Pronoun—Amecedem Agreement C

8t. ' Some indefinite proncuns are plural, some are singular, ang worme Jiov S8 eidiarn

(1) Use a singular pronoun to refer to anvboay, anyone, an/tm g, eqch. Qiiher. Svery Doy, Sveryons,
everything, ne:ther nobody, nothing, o one, one, somebod/, semeone, and something.

'5_;5, kes hts new uniform.
everybody in thé club paid his or her dues?

{2) The following indefinite pronouns are plural: both, few, many, and several.

EXAMPLE /Few)of the explorers became lost on their way out of the cave.
o -

T

(3) The indefinite pronouns all, any, more, most, none, and some may be singular or plural, depending
on their meaning.ig a sentence.

Q of the forest has already been cut down, hasn't it? [Most refers to the singular
oun forest. 17

Qof the trees have already been cut down, haven't they7 [Most refers to the
plural noun frees.] .

EXAMPLES

O

EXERCISE Each of the following sentences contains an error in pronoun-antecedent agreement. Draw a
line through each incorrect pronoun and write the correct form above it. Then, circle the antecedent,

™

5. % of the reporters do ,bas% Own research. |
6. @f-: the rosebushes in thé garden have thorns on it~

‘ his/ hev” .
ong in the class is aware of theire onsibility to bring a note from home.

o = WS/her
8.(Someone)on the swimming team left tlle;-;.s!oggles by the side of the pool.

@ of the boys joined the military after

graduated from high school.
¢ of the people in the audience got the joke, and+ gughed heartily.
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(ECHAPTER 8: A-;SREEMENTI'
Pronoun-Antecedent Agréement D

) I:St. | Some indefinite pronouns are plural, some are singular,and some may be either.

; (1) Use a singular pronoun to refer to anybody, anyone, anything, each, either, everybody, everyone,
everything, neither, nobody, nothing, no one, one, somebody, someone, and something.

EXAMPLES Has anyone lost his or her keys?
] Each of the recipes calls for wheat as its main ingredient.

(2) The following indefinite pronouns are plural: both, few, many, and several.
EXAMPLE Several of the teachers ordered their textbooks early.

i‘ (3) The indefinite pronouns all any, more, most, none, and some may be singular or plural, depending
on their meaning in a sentence.

EXAMPLES All of the money retained its value. [All refers to the singular noun money.]
All of the vases retained their value. [All refers to the plural noun vases.]

o

EXERCISE On the line provided in each of the following sentences, write a pronoun that agrees with its
antecedent. Then, circle the antecedent.

Example 1. of the houses lost their roofs during the storm.
of my sisters has l‘\.P/\/' own pogo stick.

) 1.{ Each
ngof the emplhould'reveal \-}’_}\6 [y~ password to anyone.

3. the teacher said made sense the moment he said {
of the astronomical calendars have the same nebula on ‘-M’\é L covers.

of the police officers spent \J/}\ .1/~ holidays volunteering at the new

community center.

6. If you haveto say during the debate, please say / 7[ as succinctly as

possible.
7. (Neithe} of my grandmothers has ever revealed })6/\/ secret for making jambalaya.
8. g of the palm trees have been planted this year because _ : look so striking

along the beach. L
I3

of the male interns put

dlipboard down to pick up ther‘;iaby.

of the radio program was written by Marta, but a few minutes of L - were

written by Tish.
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Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 8 N
‘ 8u. I Sithar & sinoular err‘-i?f'tu\'@;\.:-,-‘?:'f-“‘-m/?.\f ““_’“]_Lntlm_&z 0 R

SRS DL
DIEENETCE

1 e cdlechive nwn, depanding an g

frEaning of i
A collective noun is singular when it refers to the group as a unit and plural when it refers to
the individual parts or members of the group.
SIMEULAR  The band made its debut in November 1999,
"PLURAL The band happily signed autogra@for their fans.

! ZxzrCisE A |n each of the following sentences, circle the antecedent for the-pronouns in parentheses,
Then, underline the pronoun that agrees with the antecedent.

Example 1. After hearing all the evidence, the(_@}made (its, their) decision quickly.

1. The thunderingleft a wide swath of flattened grass in (if) their) wake.
. As the ntered.the lobby, the fans began to ?% for (its, autographs.

. After debating all of@heir) options, the lcommissipn issued its report.

The(readership pf the newspaper were not shy about making (its, opinions known.
W ould not agree among (itself, the vesy what o order for lunch.

The of the class took (ifs, work home last night.

—— !
oted The Lord of the Rings@hefr) choice for Book of the Century. [
of the play took (ifs, @ curtain calls orie at a time,
o voted with ( ifs, feet and left the debate early.
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EXERCISEB  On the line provided in each of the following sentences, write a pronoun that agrees with its
antecedent, Then, circle the antecedent. ‘

Example 1. He@agreed to hold i annual party next month.

1. The oupe pf actors looked good in -?H'\? W iostumes.
T L] 3
4

12. The entire @ ined up in the parking lot to have __§ Y5 picture taken.
13. The{committee fannot even agree among W%lmﬁ

@ took '\k position at the top of the ridge.
N < L/
teamn posed for photographs with %ﬂf 5 ecstatic fans.

Capynght © oy Hall, Rinehart and Wirston Al Tights reserved.

14. After a fierce battle, the

15. After winning, th
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Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement F

ESV. ’ An expression of an amount may take a singuiar or plural pronoun, depending on how the
expression is used.

SINGULAR | paid twenty dollars for these skates. | thought it was a reasonable price,
PLURAL | have twenty dollars, but one of them has been torn in half

ESW. l Some nouns that are plurat in form take singular pronouns.

SINGULAR | have good news. Would you like to hear it?
PLURAL Where are the scissors? Oh, here they are.

-0

EXERCISE A  In each of the following sentences, circle the antecedent for the pronouns in parentheses,
Then, underline the pronoun in parentheses that agrees with the antecedent.

Example 1. Jerrold enjoyed studymgbecau.se (it, they) combined biology and chemistry.

1. If I make @ﬁom the carwash this weekend, I can use (it, them) to put a down
payment on a bicycle. |

2. After Luther oiled the 't, they) were ready to use again.
3. Michiko poured l:hnd watched (i, them) cover the bottom of the pan.

4. Now that you've heard the do you think (it, they) will affect how you vote?

5. If you want to go to the/O cy, you have to train for (it, them).

6. Sue ha her wallet, but now one of (i#, them) is missing.

7. Vera dropped the@ in the grass and then spent an hour looking for (it, them).

8¢ gathemahcs')was more than an interest for Leora; ( it, they) became a passion.
9. Roxanne decided not to wear he@ because (it, they) had become threadbare.

10, He had only ; would ‘(_1;5, they) be enough to pay for the juice?

EXERCISE B Each of the following sentences contains an error in pronoun-antecedent agreement, Cross

out each incorrectly used pronoun, and write the correct pronoun above it. Then, circle the antecedent.
them

Example 1. Please put theback when you are finished with i

11. Francesca decided to takg civics)because she could fit thent into her schedule.

12, Malik has lost his 5 he needs.itfor basketball.

LAY
13, Take chy m!ﬁocalars ut of &a—cesiplease
id vou hear the ’ Couid ;heaa be any worse?

Fhose..
. Cf&ll the @‘ou cou:d have wnrn,ufae@_&._oma e the worst.

;;
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Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement G

[:Bx. Use a singular pronoun to refer to the title of a creative work (such as a book, song, movie,

or painting).

EXAMPLE Have you read “The Bells” by E.A.Poe? It is one of my favorite poems to read aloud.

I:Sy. Use a singular pronoun to refer to the hame of a country, city, or organization.

EXAMPLE Calloway Motors will have its grand opening on Saturday.

—0

EXERCISE Most of the following sentences contain an error in pronoun-antecedent agreement. Draw a
fine through each incorrectly used pronoun, and write the correct pronoun aboveit. If a sentence s
already correct, write C next to the sentence number

Example 1. Hartwig Interiors is redes1gn1ng Hﬁeif own showrogm.

—

I
+ Discount Appliances used to be located on Burnet Avenue; %f stood where a beautiful

orchard used to grow.

C'/Z. The Cowboys is one of my dad’s favorite movies, and he has seen it several times.

3. After Tranh was assigned to read Great Expectations, the Charles Dickens masterpiece, he

managed to finish t'berh over the weekend.

Q‘l. The Netherlands is also known as Holland, and its citizens are known ds the Dutch.

5. The Sons of the Desert, devoted to the comic films of Laurel and Hardy, was founded in 1964,
and my grandfather has been a member of thgm since 1967. -

6. After [read “Flowers for Algernon,” I found out that Hollywood has adapted th' for the
movies twice. .

7, Asyouread T. 5. Eliot’s “The Hollow Men,” consider the effect of % on your imagination.

8. ]ac_:'ques Offenbach never completed his opera The Tales of Hoffmann; Ernest Guiraud finished

then after Offenbach’s death.
o +

9. When you come to the Narrows, where so many ships have gone down, go around t'b.elﬁ

CO. Several of my uncles are members of the Knights of Columbus; my father has also been a

member of it.

N
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