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Grade 8 Narrative Rubric

	
	Consistently
Exceeds Grade Level Expectations

4
	Meets Grade Level Expectations

3
	Progressing Toward

Meeting Grade Level Expectations

2
	Limited Progress

Toward Grade Level

Expectations

1
	Score

	IDEAS


	The narrative captures an unforgettable experience. Carefully chosen details make the experience come alive and engage the reader. The lasting impression is imbedded within the story.  (40)
	The narrative tells about an interesting experience. Most of the narrative contains expressive language. The writer leaves the reader with a lasting impression. (34)
	The narrative tells about an experience. Details need to show not tell. The writer attempts to leave the reader with a lasting impression. (28)
	The narrative may contain little descriptive language and/or few details to describe the 

experience. The writer 

does not leave the reader with a lasting impression. (20)
	________

	ORGANIZATION


	The narrative has a clear beginning, middle, and end. The writer follows a logical order and uses transitions to move along ideas.  (16)
	For the most part, the narrative is organized and follows a logical order. Most transitions help to move along ideas. (14)
	The narrative is somewhat organized. 

The order of the experience needs to be corrected. More transitions are needed. (11)
	The beginning, middle, and end all run together. The order is unclear. (8) 
	________

	VOICE


	The writer’s voice sounds natural, is consistent with the spirit of 

the experience, and reveals the writer’s personality. (8)
	The writer’s voice is somewhat natural and creates interest in the experience. It somewhat

reveals the writer’s personality. (6)
	The writer’s voice needs to be stronger. (5)
	The writer’s voice is inconsistent and/or does not reveal his/her personality. (4)
	________

	WORD CHOICE


	The writer’s sophisticated word choice (specific nouns, verbs, and expanded vocabulary) creates clear images and feelings to capture the experience. (12)
	Uses mostly specific nouns and verbs to create clear pictures. There are several instances of expanded vocabulary usage. (10)
	Some of the words need to be more specific and create clear pictures. There are some instances of expanded vocabulary.

(8)
	Words are overused or too general. Many more specific words need to be used to create clear pictures. There are only a few instances of expanded vocabulary usage. (6)
	________

	SENTENCE FLUENCY


	The sentences are skillfully written and show variety. (12)
	The sentences show variety, but some should read more smoothly. (10)
	A better variety of sentences is needed. Sentences do not read smoothly. (8)
	Many short or incomplete sentences make the writing choppy. (6)
	________



	CONVENTIONS


	The narrative has few or no errors in capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.  (12)
	The narrative has some errors in capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.  (10)
	Several distracting capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammatical errors may confuse the reader.

(8)
	Numerous capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammatical errors make the narrative confusing and at times hard to read. (6)
	________
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