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Literary Elements & Figurative Language

1. Author’s Craft- the way in which an author writes; the tools and devices used by a writer to present a written piece. 

2. Author’s Purpose- the most important reason an author writes a particular section; purpose may be to entertain, explain or inform, describe, or persuade.

3. Literary Devices- the tools and techniques a writer uses to describe something, create a visual image, or make comparisons.

4. Theme- the message about life or human nature; can be expressed in one sentence; what the author is saying about the main idea.
5. Simile – A figure of speech in which two essentially unlike things are compared, often in a phrase introduced by like or as.

Ex. She is like a rose.


      Juliet’s sense of humor is like a cool breeze on a summer day.

6. Metaphor – The comparison of one thing to another without the use of like or as.

Ex. She is a rose.


      Juliet’s sense of humor is a cool breeze on a summer day. 

7. Irony – 

a. situational – the opposite of what is expected happens.

b. verbal – character says one thing and does another thing.


c. dramatic – the reader has information that one or more characters 

             do not.

8. Alliteration – the repetition of initial consonant sounds.

Ex. Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

9. Hyperbole – Extreme exaggeration.

Ex. I’m so hungry I can eat a cow.
10. Personification – A figure of speech in which inanimate objects are given human qualities or are represented as possessing human form.

Ex. The flowers danced about the lawn. 
11. Symbol – something used to represent something else.

Ex. A heart represents love. 

      The American Flag symbolizes freedom.

12. Imagery – Descriptive language that appeals to the five senses in order to form vivid pictures or images in one’s mind. 

Ex. The warm, fudgy, freshly baked brownie melted in my mouth. 
13. Foreshadowing – to show or indicate beforehand; to hint at what’s to come. 
Ex. When Jerry says, “He would do it even if it killed him” (10). ( This is foreshadowing the lengths he will go to in order to meet his goal, despite the physical toll it will take on his body.

14. Connotation – An idea or meaning suggested by or associated with a word                                                    or thing. 

Ex. Hollywood holds connotations of glittering success.

      Paris holds connotations of romance.

15. Denotation – the explicit or direct meaning of a word or expression. The
dictionary definition or literal/concrete definition. 


Ex. Hollywood- place in California


      Eagle- bald-headed bird

16. Tone- author’s attitude toward a subject.

17. Mood- the feelings that you get from reading the piece.
